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Swiss call for box
terminal strategy

SBB Cargo and Swiss Rhine each other rather than compete.”
container terminal operators are SBB Cargos CEO Nicolas
calling for a national strategy for  Perrin explained that the main
container terminals, hub for Swiss import/export
The conceptisbasedontwo  containers moving to or from
new facilities, one in Basel the scaports by mail would be
(Basel-Nord) and the other in  Gateway Limmuattal, where con-
Dietikon (Gateway Limmattal).  tiners would be switched to/
The latter has been planned for  from SBB Cargo's network. The
some time asa tumtable forcon-  public planning process should
tainers transported by mail. commence in 2012 and it is
Swiss o/d container trafficvia  hoped that the terminal will be
the ARA presently an  operational by 2015.
average of 2000TEU per day and The Basel-Nord terminal,
is expected to continue to located close by the Basel-
rapidly, with a forecast of 2500  Kleinhiinningen port area and
TEU/day by 20154000 TEU by  the Rotterdam-Genoa rail cor-
2025 and 6000 TEU by 2030. ridor (BU 24), would be geared
However, existing capacity willbe  for barge and rail operations. The
reached by 2014-15. site has been reserved for logis-
*“To enable us to handle the dc facilies since 2009.
forecast growth, we need a new Between them SBB Cargo
approach, said Hans-Peter and the Swiss Rhine ports han-
Hadorn, director of Schweizer-  dled 4.8 mt in 2010. The ports
ische Rheinhifen, “The new accounted for around 10% of
terminals should complement  SBB Cargo'’s overall volume.

TETS to cut China-Moscow transit...

Trans Eurasia Transport Solutions
(TETS), a leading provider of
multimedal transport services in
China, Russia and Central Asia,
will launch the test phase of a
planned new, regular container
block train service between China
and Moscow at the end of this
month.

By introducing further im-
provements to the established
"Moscow Premium Rail” serv-
ice, the transit time on the Lian-
yungang to Moscow route can be
cut to just 20 days, the company
said.

“We have enjoyed uninter-
rupted demand for our China-
Russia service during the past few
months. We now want to further
enhance the quality by offering
faster services and this will in-
crease our competitiveness over
sea freight and even air freight,”
said Wanxu Dong, managing di-
rector of TETS China Ltd.
“Compared to air freight, the rail
transport service provided by
TETS is about 16 tmes cheaper
and in future it will be almost

The new service will cut the Lianyungang-Moscow transit time to 20 days

three times as fast as shipments
sent by sea”

Apart from exceptions caused
by poor weather, single wagon
freight traffic takes 25-32 days to
complete the journey berween
China and Moscow. The transit
tme for block train traffic will
now be about one week less as a
result of higher average speeds and
time savings in completing for-
malities at borders, TETS said.
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TETS and Lianyungang
China Shipping Container Lines
- the multimodal subsidiary of
China Shipping Container Lines
(CSCL) - are cooperating closely
to process the container block
trains, which are aimed at both

operators and freight forwarders.

The trains will operate on the
new Eurasian Landbridge and link
important business centres in
southern, eastern and northern
China with Moscow. Consign-
ments from southern and eastern
China will be aggregated at the
hub in Lianyungang in north-east
China. TETS and CSCL guaran-
tee that they will process book-
ings and make the necessary
equipment available within five
working days.

TETS and CSCL will process
the rail traffic in conjuncdon with
national rail companies in China
and Kazakhstan. TETS, CSCL and
Kazakhstan State Railways (KTS)
recently signed a cooperation
agreement covering regular block
train services.

Ifthe test phase proves success-
ful, it will be provided on a regu-
lar basis every 7-10 days.

...as Schenker plans
China-Europe service

Forwarder DB Schenker is plan-
ning to launch a regular block
train service by the summer of
this year to move containers from
China to Europe.

Steve Dearnley, CEO of DB
Schenker Asia-Pacific, said the
company is expecting to move up
to 100TEU per train with a tran-
sit time of around 21 days to
Hamburg.

The announcement comes af-
ter Schenker parent Deutsche
Bahn and China’s Raitway Min-
istry formally said they would co-
operate more closely on rail
freight transport and on expand-
ing China’s rail infrastructure. In
December last year, they released
ajoint declaration affirming their
commitment to strengthening rail
freight transport and to develop-
ing new links between Asia and
Europe.

“The more Chinese produc-
tion sites that move inland from
the coast, the more interesting rail
transport to Europe becomes for
many manufacturers. We want to
meet this demand,” said Karl-
Friedrich Rausch, 2 member of

DB Mobility Logistics’ manage-
ment board.

Dearnley said DB Schenker
had been poised to launch the rail
service much earlier."If it had not
been for the global financial cri-
sis, we would have started rail to
Europe two years ago.

“We had already done some
pilots with block trains, but when
the downturn hit, our priorities
shifted and the project was
shelved. We're now ready to move
forward with it,” he said.

Last year, another division of
DB won a contract worth around
US$40M to supervise five con-
struction projects involving nine
high-speed routes in China.

A number of freight forward-
ers have been striving to develop
offerings involving surface trans-
portation from China to Europe
over the past few years. In the au-
tumn of 2007, Panalpina launched
2 rail-air service under which it
moved cargo from points in
China by rail to Urumgqi for on-
ward transportation to Europe by
air. Others have also used rail-air
via the railhead in Xinjiang.

Fargo launches
new TOPS suite

UK-based software developer
Fargo Systems is launching a new,
enhanced version of its TOPS
transport management system.
This is aimed at achieving reduc-
tions in GHG emissions, as well
as further improvements in effi-
ciency and profit maximisation.

The “Multimodal Profit
Optimiser” suite of tools includes
a planning wizard to identify con-
tainer “twinning” and “reload”
possibilities, a route optimiser for
multi-drop trips, a simple alter-
native transport determinant,and
a profitability optimiser that com-
pares standard default tariffs, sub-
contractor-specific ones, own
fleet running costs and any ad hoc
quotes that may have been re-
ceived.

The user-friendly wizard, says
Fargo, helps reduce empty run-
ning miles for container road
transport and allows the operator
to optimise routing based on cus-
tomer requirements, equipment
type, Jocation, etc. [t also offers the
best matches within the trans-

port management system itself.

Quotation requirements can
be requested and then submitted
by transport suppliers via the in-
dependent containercentral.com
online transaction exchange. If
accepted the jobs can be electroni-
cally transferred directly to the
supplier’s transport management
system, with a return flow of job
status and information update,in-
cluding electronic proof of deliv-
ery all possible.

The ability to auto-determine
jobs best suited for rail and other
alternative means of transport is
akso possible, with different rules
available for imports and exports.
In addition, a train planning mod-
ule provides a sophisticated way
of managing contracted or self-
operated rail services with equip-
ment checks and a wagon space
optimiser.

CO,/kg emissions can be en-
tered for different transport modes
(road, rail, barge) and reported
back to the customer on a regulac
basis.
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